PICTURE

MARRIAGE

 Class module 

Teacher Notes
50 minutes

Dear Teacher,

Before you start working through this module in class, we strongly advise you to take note of the general Background Information included in the PICTURE project as well as in the Introduction Module. If it is your intention (as we sincerely hope) to run the whole project, it is strongly recommended to complete the Introduction Module first in order to prepare your students properly for their various consecutive tasks.

All the statements, questions, tables, role plays or reported incidents in this module are aimed at stimulating group discussion and self reflection. Naturally, you as the teacher, are free to determine a suitable approach towards the various assignments, such as plenary discussion or working in subgroups, reporting orally or in writing, discussion or debate between pro and con teams, or how to read the critical incidents etc. And of course, you may accommodate material in accordance with your specific situation and include your own experiences or those of your students in order to help attain the envisaged aims.

In preparation for the discussion of this class module, material should be made accessible to your students, either on computer or otherwise. The choice between screen, complete printouts of the various parts, excerpt handouts or beamer projection is up to you, though dependent, of course, on the available facilities. This module is rather abundant in reading material, such as Definitions, Exercise 6 (a story), Differences in Europe (Wedding Behaviour), Questionnaire, Bridging Activities and (A bit of) Language. To save reading time in class (and possibly paper), students can be assigned to read parts of the module from a handout or on their screens before the class session. You could also consider using parts, if not already specified as such, as take-home assignments, thus creating more time for explanation and class discussion. In any case, there is more material than can be treated within one 50-minute class period, but this will enable you to be selective.

Depending on the situation in your country and the correlated relevance of the presented items, more or less time and instruction per item are needed for students to gain a picture of the various aspects of this module. Therefore it is your choice to decide which parts are to be tackled, combined, which to be designated as homework task and which can be left out altogether.

The Marriage module deals with a variety of aspects of this basic and, more or less, universal institution joining a man and a woman in matrimony and giving them mutual and complementary obligations and rights. According to Confucius it is also one of the unequal relationships (like father-son, ruler-subject) which constitutes the basis of a stable society. Whether grounded in law or religion, or quite possibly both, it is a union which is recognised as a fundamental societal unit, the primary source of social support with the family as the place where most people receive their first cultural programming in e.g. gender roles (see the module MALE and FEMALE). 

By contrast, this module also leaves room for the discussion of diverse interpretations of the term “marriage” such as polygamy and same-sex marriage, which, in an increasing number of countries, is becoming legitimised as an equivalent social commitment. Societies which regard marriage as the corner stone of a community and the starting point of social coherence are not likely to accept same-sex marriage as an alternative. And even in more progressive countries, until late in the twentieth century, regular token marriages were performed (with one homosexual partner) purely to satisfy the surrounding world and sometimes to conceal a secret double life. In these countries today, one is struggling with the subsequent issues such as child adoption and other rights for same-sex couples. More and more European host countries with many migrant workers and refugees reveal occasionally fierce intercultural encounters related to gaps in this field. These confrontations only underscore the importance of the subject.

Setting the scene

Speaks for itself

Warming up
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 These rather cynical quotations tally with the following caption in a cartoon showing a frustrated woman: “We all have to live with our disappointments, but why do I have to sleep with mine?” However, If you feel the need for a better balanced point of departure for the following exercises you can always emphasise quotations from positive student reports as given in this Warming Up.

Exercise 1 and 2

For exercise 1 have an adhesive board or a block of stick-on paper ready. Be careful you do not spend too much time on exercise 1-4; exercise 2 in particular requires a tight hand. Maybe a consensus can be reached here, maybe not. In any case, quickly move on to:

Exercise 4
Another comparative discussion: in this case, of the result of exercise 2 on the one hand and of three new definitions in exercise 3 on the other.

Exercise 5
Presents a few variations on a theme, one of which is illustrated the story in the following exercise.

Exercise 6

You could ask (one of) your students to create a story ending which fits in with their social environment. This would introduce and partly answer the questions in Exercise 7.

Differences in Europe : Marriage Rituals
Together with Exercise 8, the question is raised whether religious wedding ceremonies are deemed desirable or not. The answers may reveal a discrepancy between the students’ view and their actual choice in keeping with the family tradition. For the sake of time, one has to be selective in allowing students to give an oral report of their results.

Differences in Europe: Values
The discussion in Exercise 9 does not only aim to increase the awareness of the values which are respected the most, nationally as well as in Europe, but it also tries to find possible shifts in views from one generation to the next.

Exercise 10

The Gábor story could be read (or skipped) as pure diversion, but combined with this exercise it introduces issues like lifetime loyalty opposed to divorce.

Exercise 11
This exercise can be fun for some students but is not very essential unless the influence of media (pop stations) and role models is introduced as a point of discussion. In any case, it requires some preparation so that the first part should be regarded as a take-home assignment

Differences in Europe: Wedding Behaviour

Presents some features from European countries related to weddings which will be discussed in Exercise 12. Again it requires some reading in advance (on individual screens) or in class.

Exercise 13

This activity directs the attention from a European level to your national or even local rituals. Unless you have your students report from their personal experience, they need time and opportunity to ask others as it is suggested in the module. Try to uncover the underlying meanings in the rituals that will be presented. Exercise 12 and 13 can easily be combined into one contrastive discussion. See Exercise 14 for practical combination.

Exercise 14

Quite obviously this task could once again be completed as a take-home assignment (or be left out). As the text suggests, it is only convenient to make use of an interview opportunity by asking open questions from exercise 13 as well as multiple-choice questions from exercise 14, all in the same session. And again there is an overlap, this time with the standard INTERVIEW questionnaire featuring in this PICTURE project. One could opt for having students carry out such interviews, thereby contributing with their results to those in the corresponding European databank. However, practical problems connected with take-home assignments in general are supervision of the actual task and, as a motivating experience, response concerning its results. This presupposes an occasion, e.g. the next class module session, allowing time for reviewing previous work.

Bridging Activities

Interesting reading matter, as an illustration of cultural diversity and could be given attention to at home.

Exercise 15:  Role play
Though a time-consuming job, it helps ‘actors’ to anticipate all kinds of intercultural situations and traditions as a bridging strategy in order to prepare for the right questions if they are invited in real life.

Exercise 16:  Vocabulary
After the interesting historical linguistics in Language, this exercise may reveal differences in terms (and underlying social approach) as well as distinction between words indicating e.g. maternal and paternal grandparents, as well as a characteristic organisation of family names of spouses and offspring.
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