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Political Correctness

Task 1

Look at the following attitudes/situations that are often considered politically incorrect 

In the column "Your score", give a number to the incidents from 1 to 7, 1 being the least offensive and 7 being the most offensive.

	
	Your score
	Moral principle

	telling jokes about blonde women
	
	

	saying that people should not wear a necklace with a cross
	
	

	calling a woman who stays at home a housewife rather than a domestic engineer
	
	

	wearing fur coats
	
	

	referring to a blind person as blind rather than visually impaired
	
	

	referring to homosexuals in derogatory terms
	
	

	referring to immigrants as people who have come just to take advantage of our liberal laws 
	
	


Now go back to the website. http://www.worldenough.net/picture/English/lab/1.intro.htm
Task 2

Moral principles are:

a. You should use tact when referring to a person’s disability because it may make him/her painfully aware that he/she is at a disadvantage, 

b. you should not refer to the fact that a person is somehow dependent on someone else,

c. personal values or sexual preferences should not be judged, 

d. prejudices based on general statements are unfair, 

e. do not mock the symbols of what people believe in, 

f. moral values should take precedence over commercial purposes, 

g. you should act responsibly and in accordance with accepted moral values.

2.1 
In the column "Moral principle" above, give the incidents a letter (a-g), corresponding to a "moral principle" that is "broken". 

2. 2 
Do you agree with the moral principles given? Do you think most people in your country would have the same principle as you. Write your comments in the space below.

Task 2

Now go back to the website. http://www.worldenough.net/picture/English/lab/2.attitudes1.htm
Task 3

The cartoon about "Happy Holidays" could be about:

1. the issue of not referring to ‘Merry Christmas’ because it is too culturally limited. Instead we should say ‘Happy holiday season’

2. the fact that religious holidays have been commercialised

3. the fact that having holidays is becoming more important than working

Write a short text in response to the questions in the space below.

Task 3

Now go back to the website. Continue with a new part. It's about negro's kisses. http://www.worldenough.net/picture/English/lab/4.negrokiss.htm
Task 4: Negro's kiss

Video transcript

These are mashmellows, in a chocolate coating. And marshmellow, that is made of egg and a lot of sugar. 

They are called in some countries – or they used to be called – a negro's kiss. In English for instance a negro's kiss, in German "Negerkuss". In Dutch "negerkus". But that seems to be a word which you cannot use anymore. It's not politically correct. So, instead, we have a different name nowadays. In Dutch we simply call it a kiss ("kus"). In German it's called "Schaumkuss", and in English it's called "angel's kiss" nowadays. I wonder whether that is politically correct in itself.

Note: the speaker was wrong about the Dutch word. It is not kus ("kiss") but zoen ("smack"). Since the two words are synonymous (although a smack is a bit louder than a kiss), it's a nice example of language interference.
4.1
Why does the speaker wonder whether "angel's kiss" is politically correct?

Task 4.1

4.2
The article "The negerzoen must also adapt" describes a name change.

1. Would you say this is a matter of political correctness? If so, why?

2. Do you feel the manufacturer should change the name? Why, or why not? 

3. In Belgium an "angel's kiss" is called "negerinnentet" (literally: "negress's tit") in informal speech, which is hardly politically correct. However, the Belgians don't make a problem of it. Should they change the name? 

Write a short text in response to the these questions in the space below.

Task 4.2

Now go back to the website. Continue with a new partabout a possibly politically incorrect commercial. http://www.worldenough.net/picture/English/lab/5.strongcar.htm

Task 5: Strong car
Write a short text in response to the questions in the space below.

1. Who could be offended by such a commercial and why? What about the carmakers (Volkswagen)?

2. Does the moral principle behind the commercial fall under any of the previous task (task 4)?

Task 5

Task 6: Subtitles
Write a short text in response to the questions in the space below.

1. Is this a real news item? 

2. Is it funny?

3. Could it be seen as offensive? Why/why not?

4. Why do you find it funny/offensive?

5. If a satirist or cartoonist makes fun of people, is that politically incorrect?

Task 6

Task 7: Freedom of speech

Freedom of speech is considered very important in our societies, but even so countries have different views on it.

When asked to choose one and only priority among a number of options (maintaining order in the nation, more influence in important government decisions, fighting rising prices, protecting freedom of speech and improving living standards), maintaining order in the nation came first (45.3%) and freedom speech last (10.7%).

Here are the figures for freedom of speech (source: EVS Study):

	 
	First choice
	Second Choice
	
	 
	First choice
	Second Choice

	Netherlands 
	34.8
	35
	
	Portugal 
	9.2
	16.9

	Austria 
	24.3
	40.2
	
	Malta 
	8.4
	20.1

	Denmark 
	22.1
	41.1
	
	Ireland 
	8.4
	25.9

	Belgium 
	20.1
	33.6
	
	Romania 
	8.1
	16.8

	Sweden
	20.1
	31.1
	
	Czech Republic 
	7.9
	19.7

	Spain 
	17.3
	28.1
	
	Greece 
	7.6
	20.4

	Italy 
	16.9
	32.3
	
	Bulgaria 
	5.9
	21.6

	France
	14.4
	31.4
	
	Belarus 
	5.3
	11.6

	Luxembourg 
	13.8
	28.2
	
	Latvia 
	4.4
	13.9

	Croatia 
	11.1
	27
	
	Poland 
	4.4
	13.4

	Finland 
	10.8
	27.7
	
	Lithuania 
	3.9
	12.5

	Northern Ireland 
	10.6
	27.9
	
	Slovakia 
	3.7
	12.2

	Great Britain *
	10.5
	16.6
	
	Hungary 
	1.9
	8.3

	Slovenia 
	9.7
	25.8
	
	Ukraine 
	1.9
	9.6

	Germany 
	9.5
	24.1
	
	Estonia 
	1.8
	11.1

	Iceland 
	9.4
	25.9
	
	Russia 
	1.3
	5.3


*
For Britain there was an additional choice i.e. improving standards of living. This was the highest priority (37.5%) and freedom of speech was last. 

Answer these questions in the space below.

· Write a short text trying to find out what the countries at the top of the list have in common, and what the countries at the bottom of the list have in common. Think about their history!

· Is there a relationship between free speech and political correctness?

Task 7

Continue with "Freedom of Speech". Click here. http://www.worldenough.net/picture/English/lab/ 7.freedomspeech.htm

Task 8: Think again

Which of the following situations do you feel are possible in your country? 

Rate them here (task 8) by using the following scale:

	1. not likely at all
	2. not likely
	3. no opinion
	4. likely
	5. very likely



Give a figure (1 to 5) in the column "Your rating".

	
	Your rating

	Blaming minority groups for most of the problems in the country
	

	Cheeky remarks of women to men
	

	Express the idea that men who stay and look at the children are effeminate and dominated by their wife
	

	Express the idea that women should stay at home and look after the children
	

	Make very strong anti-personal remarks about the prime-minister or king or president
	

	Making jokes about cripples, or mentally handicapped people or dwarfs
	

	Sensitivity to animal rights
	

	Sexual harassment or insinuating remarks of males to women
	

	Very explicit anti-religious jokes
	


Task 9

Now choose one of the following questions and formulate a personal answer to it 

a. Would you say that the context in which politically incorrect terms or phrases are used might make a difference? For instance, do you feel that it is OK to use (some of) them in informal contexts (in the pub, the canteen, sports venues, chat rooms etc.), but not in more formal ones (meetings, the classroom, job interviews, public debates etc.)?

b. Discuss how this whole issue relates to generally accepted and legally protected notions of ‘freedom of speech’? Do you feel that basically everyone should be free to say anything or should there be limits to this freedom, and where are those limits? Does the law in your country impose limits on people’s freedom of speech? Do you know what they are?

c. Do you feel particular groups in your society are over-sensitive in this respect? Explain and give examples.

d. Should comedians, satirists, writers, songwriters, rappers, playwrights, radio DJs be allowed to make fun of anyone and anything?

e. Someone wrote: "Major newspapers in the United States refuse to accept advertisements for houses to let that mention that their property has "good views" (unfair to the blind), is "walking distance" to the train (unfair to the lame), is on a "quiet street" (unfair to the deaf). I know it sounds mad. It is mad. Nevertheless, it is true." What is your opinion? Do you really think it is true?

Task 9

You are done with this unit on Political Correctness!
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