MARRIAGE

- classroom version -
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Setting the scene
What exactly is marriage?

The definition of marriage depends not only on when you ask the question, but also on where you ask it.  Different countries have different cultural traditions involved with the concept of marriage.  And yet, if you have a look at the window dressing of professional photographers across Europe, what do you see?...Pictures of brides, grooms and babies—not necessarily in that order or combination!  In this module we will find out what Europeans think about Marriage and Divorce and relate our own traditions and customs to those around us.



Warming up

[image: image6..pict]How many people do you know who are married?  What do they think about it?  Do they seem happy?

Read the quotations below and do Exercises 1 & 2:

· I love being married.  It's so great to find that one special person you want to annoy for the rest of your life.  (Rita Rudner, American Comedian)

· There's only one way to have a happy marriage and as soon as I learn what it is I'll get married again.  (Clint Eastwood, American Actor)

Exercise 1  Notions of Marriage 

Try to describe what YOU think marriage is in a sentence or two, and write it down on a “post-it” note. (You have five minutes to finish the task)

Exercise 2 Concensus?
After finishing writing, everyone should stand up, go to the board and stick your definition close to a definition which is similar to yours.  Of course, this means you’ll have to read your classmates’ definitions and may have to move your own several times.  Your teacher will help you.  Now, discuss the results with your classmates….what did you come up with? 


Exercise 3  Definitions 

Now, compare your definitions with the three definitions below.  

1) Marriage is usually defined as the legitimate union between husband and wife. "Legitimate" indicates the sanction of some kind of law, natural, evangelical, or civil, while the phrase, "husband and wife", implies mutual rights of sexual intercourse, life in common, and an enduring union.

The definition, however, is broad enough to comprehend polygamous and polyandrous unions when they are permitted by the civil law; for in such relationships there are as many marriages as there are individuals of the numerically larger sex.

2) Marriage is a relationship between individuals which has formed the foundation of the family for most societies. Marriage can include legal, social, and religious elements. In western societies, marriage has traditionally been understood as social contract between a man (husband) and a woman (wife), while in other parts of the world polygamy has been the most common form of marriage, usually in the form of polygyny (a man taking several wives) but occasionally in the form of polyandry (a woman taking several husbands). In some western societies today, same-sex marriage is recognized yet remains a controversial issue..

3) Intimacy is what makes a marriage, not a ceremony, not a piece of paper from the state. 
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Your view? 

Exercise 4. Compare the three definitions with the ones you came up with in Ex. 2.  Discuss the similarities and differences in groups and decide which ones (if any) best suit your local traditions/beliefs about marriage.



Exercise 5. 

Match the following types of marriages in Europe with their definitions. 

	Types of marriage
	Definition

	1. open marriage
	a. 
has become simply an expression, referring to any hasty marriage arranged due to unplanned pregnancy.

	2. monogamy
	b. 
marital partners are chosen by others.

	3. polygamy
	c. where both parties agree to permit sexual relationships for one or both outside the marriage, without regarding this as sexual infidelity

	4. arranged marriage
	d. 
he practice of marriage to more than one spouse simultaneously

	5. "shotgun wedding"
	e. 
a person has only one spouse or romantic partner at a time


Can you add other types of relationships common in your culture?

Which types of relationships would be considered ‘taboo’ in your culture?



Exercise 6  A story 

Read the story below and imagine how it ends. 
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My third grade teacher wasn’t too bright, but she was a great story reader. We ate it up. One day she was reading a story and someone made reference to a “shotgun wedding“.

She boldly looked right at us — and lied. I’m sure she knew what a shotgun wedding was, but she wasn’t going to try to explain it to a bunch of 9 year old children. So she said these words to us: “That’s when a hillbilly gets married and all the kinfolk come out and celebrate by firing their shotguns off into the air.” I grew up around country folks, so I could plainly imagine this going on. Just like every other bit of trivia I learned, I filed this away in my head for use some time later. That time came 8 years later.

I was 16 years old. I had a 15 year old girlfriend and her 18 year old sister was getting married. These were country folks, living in the woods outside of town. They had all driven “into town” to pick up the wedding dress.

I honestly didn’t think of the words until they were leaving my mouth. But there I was, standing in the hot sun, girlfriend by my side, her mother and sister facing me, and the fiance thankfully out of earshot, when I heard these words in my own voice: “Well is it going to be a shotgun wedding?” In my head I was imagining the two families coming out in the woods (it was an outdoor wedding) and firing off their guns in celebratory jubilation.  But as soon as I heard the words out loud….

How do you think the story ends?  

Tell the class.


Here is how the original story ends:

But as soon as I heard the words out loud, their meaning became clear in my mind. Quickly my mind raced to the thoughts of my third-grade teacher faced with a classroom of 9 year old students, lying to us to avoid having to tell us the truth, and subsequently catapulting me into the catastrophic moment in which I now found myself. As I regained my senses a few milliseconds later, I looked up into the cold, black stares of the sister and mother. I turned to my scared and angry girlfriend and realized that I was all alone.

But I’ve never forgiven my third-grade teacher for telling me such an embarassing whopper.
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Exercise 7   Your view?  

Discuss the following questions in a group: 

· Is there a phrase similar to “shotgun wedding” in your language?

· What made the question embarrassing in the story?

· Are there any questions concerning marriage, which could be embarrassing in your own culture?  (Think back to Ex. 5 above).
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Differences in Europe: Marriage Rituals 

In European countries there are several forms of marriage. In some countries the majority of people think that it is important to hold a religious service for the wedding. In the table on the right you can see the highest and the lowest percentages in Europe in a survey.
	Malta

96,2

Poland

94,7

Greece

89,6

Lithuania

88,8

Portugal

88,7

Estonia

65.0

Denmark

63.0

Sweden

62,4

Netherlands

45,8

Czech Republic

40,3

European average

73,6






[image: image10.png]


Exercise 8   

Do you personally think it is important to hold a religious service for marriage? Work in pairs. 

Look at the table again and try to explain why some countries have different responses.  (If your country isn’t listed, try to give it a ranking among  the others).
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Differences in Europe: Values

A successful marriage is an edifice that must be rebuilt every day. (Andre Maurois French author, 1885 - 1967) 

In various European countries people think differently about what the secret of succesful marriage is. For example:

Table 1 Percentages of people who think the secret of succesful marriage is faithfulness

	
	Very important
	not important

	Estonia
	61.5
	2.6

	Lithuania
	64.5
	2.4

	Czech Republic
	73.3
	1.4

	Spain
	79.5
	1.3

	France
	80.2
	2.8

	Slovakia
	80.8
	1.9

	Great Britain
	89.6
	0.9

	Malta
	97.1
	0.5


Table 2 Percentages of people who think that for a successful marriage an adequate income is ...

	
	Very important
	not important

	Denmark
	4.9
	59.1

	Finnland
	16.7
	25.3

	Netherlands
	24.5
	22.4

	Estonia
	28.7
	12.0

	France
	35.8
	16.0

	Ireland
	45.3
	11.2

	Hungary
	58.2
	6.8

	Greece
	70.3
	4.1


Table 3 Percentages of people who think that for a successful marriage an agreement on politics is …

	
	Very important
	not important

	Denmark
	1.7
	84.5

	Finnland
	4.2
	76.5

	Portugal
	9.1
	62.1

	Germany
	10.1
	53.0

	Spain
	10.3
	64.6

	Poland
	13.1
	53.1

	Greece
	22.9
	48.9

	Malta
	24.6
	39.8
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Exercise 9  Your view?

Discuss the following questions


· Which of the three values do you consider most important?

· Have you ever talked to your parents and/or grandparents about the secret of successful marriage? What do they think about it?

Who is the story about?
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	She (born February 6, 1917) is a Hungarian-American actress and socialite, who, like her two sisters, is best known for her beauty and wealthy lifestyle. She is known for her affection for jewels, her quick wit, as well as referring to everyone she speaks with as "darling", but acquired a reputation for matrimony. She was born Sári Gábor in Budapest, Hungary, the second of three daughters born to Vilmos Gábor (a soldier) and Jolie Gabor. 
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Hint: she has had nine husbands, among them:

· Conrad Hilton, Hilton Hotel magnate (1942-1946) 

· Herbert Hutner, financial consultant (1964-1966) 

· Joshua S. Cosden, Jr., oil heir and businessman, (1966-1967) 

· Jack Ryan, inventor associated with the Barbie and Chatty Cathy dolls, (1975-1976) 

· Felipe de Alba was an invalid marriage; it was bigamous. She was still married to Michael O'Hara, and it was performed by a ship's captain at sea, but not in international waters. An annullment was received. (1982) 

· Frederick Prinz von Anhalt, (since 1986) 
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Exercise 10 Your view?  

Discuss the following questions in a group: 
What do you think about the following statement by the same lady? “Getting divorced just because you don't love a man is almost as silly as getting married just because you do.” 

What value could the lady give priority to?
Exercise 11  Your Favourite Celebrity

Using the short biography above as a model, find some information about one of your favourite celebrities and present it to your classmates.  Be sure to include info about their relationship status, past and present.  Discuss what sort of values you think they represent regarding marriage.
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Differences in Europe: Wedding behaviour

People are different and there is even more variation in wedding behaviour. Some brides and some grooms can’t remember their wedding ceremony after all is said and done. Some laugh nervously, some weep emotionally, some wait to speak, some pray they will be able to speak when the time to speak arrives. This is why it is important to prepare thoroughly for a wedding.

A Greek wedding in Cyprus is a gala affair, full of drinking and dining and spirited folk dancing. Clapping and stamping and slapping their feet, the male guests dance together, and then the women follow suit. Each dance tells the story of an old fairy tale, and in recounting it, each dancer tries to outdo the last. Finally, at midnight, the bride and bridegroom dance together. Their friends gather round them and, while they dance, pin money to their costumes, to wish them luck in their life together.

In Great Britain,a bride usually wears “something old, something new, something borrowed, something blue”.

In Sweden the mother of the bride traditionally presents her daughter with a gold coin which she places in her right shoe, while her father gives her a silver coin for her left shoe.

“…in Romania many women seem to particularly enjoy discussing the details for their own or their friends’ weddings, even with people they do not know very well.  They might even ask you to watch video recordings of wedding ceremonies.  There seems to be an overabundance of shops with wedding accessories in Romania.”  (reported by a Polish women in Romania)

In Lisbon, Portugal the town council and the Church of Saint Antonio sponsor the weddings of 16 couples in a simultaneous service on a special saint’s day Dia do Santo Antonio, on the 13th of June.  To be married on the saint’s day in the Church housing the saint’s crypt is supposed to bring joy and happiness to the marriage and a special blessing from Heaven.  It is considered a great honour and religious act to be chosen as one of the couples.  Saint Antonio is also the patron saint of children.  



Exercise 12  Your view?  

Discuss the following questions in a group: 
· Why would a bride and bridegroom in Greece (not only in Cyprus) have money pinned to their costumes?

· Why would a bride in Great Britain wear “something old, something new, something borrowed, something blue”? (A hint: “something old” is sometimes a piece of family jewellery, and blue once upon a time indicated purity and fidelity.

· What about the custom in Sweden? Any significance?
· Why is the wedding topic so common in Romania?  What about in your culture—are weddings a popular topic of conversation?

· In Portugal, for some marriage and religion are intertwined.  What about this in your culture?




Exercise 13  Questionnaire
Now lets find out what other people think.  For some background information ask your family and  married friends the following about marriage rituals (add more questions of your own):   
· What will be said at the altar, what will be meaningful?

· What will be the tone of the ceremony whether; religious, non-religious, spiritual, non-denominational or inter-faith?

· What traditional elements or cultural traditions may be really important? 

· What will take place within the ceremony itself? Would the bride and groom each like to speak their vows to each other or would they rather take vows by responding? Would they like to write their own vows? Will they exchange rings with one another? 

· What rites may be integrated; the unity candle, wine ceremony, grain ceremony or flower rite? 

· Who will be incorporated into the ceremony or witness the ceremony? 

· Will there be a reading in the ceremony or a song sung? Would they like to release a dove or butterfly as part of their ceremony, or fireworks? 

What are the most surpising things you found out? 

Exercise 14  Project: Find English speaking people and ask them some of the best questions.

(If you have not done so, have a look at the Module on HOW TO INTERVIEW USING A QUESTIONNAIRE)

 Below you find a few sample questions you could ask. Make up your own questionnaire using some of the possible questions you tried out with family and friends above. 

Q1 Do you agree that marriage is an outdated institution?

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


Q2 Do you agree that faithfulness is the most important factor for a successful marriage?
. 

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


Q3 Do you agree that marriage is for a life time?
. 

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


.
Bridging Activities
You have become acquainted with various opinions. Imagine you meet someone from another country in Europe and they invite you  to their wedding.  Read the texts below and try to fill in the name of the European country you think best fits the description:  

1. Today the young couple is likely to go to a wedding reception following the marriage ceremony. The reception is held either at a home or, more commonly today, in a restaurant. During the reception there is much traditional music, dancing, plenty of sea food and other delicacies, and much wine.  ________ is known for its wine and wedding guests are known for their frequent toasts to the happy couple. 

At the reception there is much dancing and laughing and the telling of stories about the bride and the groom. There is also, traditionally, a money dance, during which young men pay for the privilege of dancing with the bride or during which the bride’s shoe is passed around the dance floor and is filled with money to help the new couple get a start in life and to have a long and happy honeymoon. 

So while it is possible for a young couple to enjoy a modern wedding in  _______, it is also becoming more and more common for weddings to incorporate some of the fun and old-fashioned values of the more ancient traditions. Either way, there are few places in the world more steeped in tradition or more romantic in which to marry than in_________.



2. An ancient ________ custom that is designed to unite the two families calls for the bride to stop as she walks up the aisle and to hand her mother a single flower. The two then embrace. Then, during the recessional, the bride and groom walk to the groom’s mother and the new bride hands her new mother-in-law a single flower and the two of them embrace, symbolizing the bride’s acceptance of her new “mother.” 

One of the most important and enduring traditions of the _________ wedding is for the bride to carry a specially embroidered handkerchief that has her name embroidered on it. After the wedding this handkerchief is framed and hung on the wall in a place of honor. When the next female member of the bride’s family is to be wed, the handkerchief is removed from its frame, the new bride’s name is embroidered onto it, and it is passed down. 

The wedding handkerchief is passed from generation to generation, and is considered an important family heirloom. 

During the wedding mass the bride and the groom are enthroned in two large chairs placed near the alter, symbolizing that on this day and in this place they are the king and the queen. At the conclusion of the ceremony the groom slips the wedding ring onto the third finger of his bride’s left hand. The ring, being an endless circle, symbolizes never-ending love, and the third finger of the left hand is believed to hold the vein that travels to the heart, symbolizing love. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony the bride and groom share their first kiss as husband and wife. The kiss is considered a symbolic act of sharing each other’s spirit as the couple each breathes in a portion of their new mate’s soul. 



3. The roots of the customary bridal shower originated in ________. If a ________bride was unfortunate enough enough to have her father not approve of her choice in husbands, he would not offer a dowry. Her friends would then "shower"her with gifts so she could still be married to her groom., without the help of her father. 

The families of the ________ bride and groom host a party before the day of the wedding vows. Traditionally, the couple sit on a throne, beneath the pines, as their guests come to bless them and wish them happiness. 

_________ wedding receptions are famous for serving heavy foods. Two traditional items served at a marriage celebration are sweetmeats called, "bridal sugar" and spiced wine known as "bride's tears." 

After the wedding, newlyweds in _______ might plant lilies-of-the-valley around their house. This tradition symbolizes "the return of happiness" and the couple can then celebrate and renew their love with each blooming season.



4. A traditional wedding day, in ________, could actually last three days. First, couples who are getting married must have a civil ceremony at the city center, which only family and close friends attend. 

The next night is the big wedding party. The bride and groom invite all of their friends, neighbours and acquaintances. ________ wedding tradition says it's good luck for guests to bring old dishes to break. The newlyweds then sweep up the broken pieces together, symbolizing that nothing will ever be broken in their house again. 

On the third day, the religious wedding ceremony takes place. Brides do not have traditional wedding attendants except for flower girls. 

Sometime during the vows, when the couple are on their knees, the groom might kneel on his brides wedding dress to show who will be 'wearing the pants' in the relationship. When they stand, the bride might step on her groom's foot to show otherwise. 

As the newlyweds leave the wedding chapel, they throw coins to the children watching. 

A wedding reception follows the religious service.. It is customary for the 'best man' to steal the bride from the reception and take her to a local pub, where they drink champagne until the groom finds them. Then the groom has to pay for all that they drank. Later, friends of the couple block all the reception site exits with ribbons and garlands. When the couple is ready to leave for their honeymoon, the groom must pay a toll to exit, usually the promise of another party.

(from:  http://www.worldweddingtraditions.com/locations/west_europe_traditions.html)

KEY:  Portugal, Belgium, Holland, Germany


Exercise 15  Role play

Work in groups. Choose a country from the info above. Figure out what questions you might ask the person who invited you. Make a list of things you think might be important for you to know, and act out the conversation.  Try to find out more about the customs and explain how they are similar or different to what happens in your culture.

A bit of language

In various languages the names of the two married parties show traditional differences between the relationship of men and women in the hierarchy within the family, sometimes in society as a whole.

WORD HISTORY   The English word husband, even though it is a basic kinship term, is not a native English word. It comes ultimately from the Old Norse word husbondi, meaning “master of a house,” which was borrowed into Old English as husbonda. The second element in husbondi, bondi, means “a man who has land and stock” and comes from the Old Norse verb bua, meaning “to live, dwell, have a household.” The master of the house was usually a spouse as well, of course, and it would seem that the main modern sense of husband arises from this overlap. When the Norsemen settled in Anglo-Saxon England, they would often take Anglo-Saxon women as their wives; it was then natural to refer to the husband using the Norse word for the concept, and to refer to the wife with her Anglo-Saxon (Old English) designation, wif, “woman, wife” (Modern English wife). Interestingly, Old English did have a feminine word related to Old Norse husbondi that meant “mistress of a house,” namely, husbonde. Had this word survived into Modern English, it would have sounded identical to husband—surely leading to ambiguities.

In English the relationships by marriage, except for wife/husband, are qualified by the term "-in-law". The mother and father of one's spouse are one's mother-in-law and father-in-law; the spouse of one's son or daughter is one's son-in-law or daughter-in-law. The term "sister-in-law" refers to three essentially different relationships, either the wife of one's brother, or the sister of one's spouse, or the wife of one's spouse's sibling. "Brother-in-law" is similarly ambiguous. There are no special terms for the rest of one's spouse's family.

Exercise 16  Vocabulary

Find some similar kinship words in your own language, and compare them with the English examples.

�


From: Beowulf


an old Anglo-Saxon story


retold by Claire Scott-Mitchell





�


"The difference between wedding and marriage is happiness"








� � HYPERLINK "http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09693a.htm" ��www.newadvent.org/cathen/09693a.htm� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/marriage" ��http://encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com/marriage� 


� Kathleen Norris, an � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States" \o "United States" �American� novelist (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1880" \o "1880" �1880� - � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1966" \o "1966" �1966�).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.philhord.com/phord/yeehaw-a-shotgun-wedding/" ��http://www.philhord.com/phord/yeehaw-a-shotgun-wedding/� 


� Based on � HYPERLINK "http://www.philhord.com/phord/yeehaw-a-shotgun-wedding/" ��http://www.philhord.com/phord/yeehaw-a-shotgun-wedding/�


� From The European Values Study.


� Key: � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zsa_Zsa_Gabor" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zsa_Zsa_Gabor� 





�http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/f/folk_music/index.html?query=FESTIVALS&field=des&match=exact


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.answers.com/topic/husband?method=22" ��http://www.answers.com/topic/husband?method=22� 
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