MALE and FEMALE

- classroom version -
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Setting the scene

There are noticeable differences between boys and girls, between men and women. Biological differences are usually obvious!  But, more importantly, there are also said to be psychological differences. Women are often expected to be more "caring" than men, less aggressive, more social.

To what extent are men and women considered "equal" these days?  If they are equal, why are men and women still expected to behave differently? How come that men sometimes think like Professor Higgins in My Fair Lady: "Why can't a woman be more like a man?" But then, perhaps women sometimes think that men should behave more like a woman and not so "macho"??
	Albrecht Dürer

Creation of Adam and Eve (1504)
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In many European countries men and women are expected to behave differently. 

· In some Central European countries, a man may kiss a woman's hand; in other countries this is looked upon as slightly ridiculous. 

· There are no European countries where a woman kisses a man's hand (with the possible exception of Vatican City).

· A man may whistle at a woman in the street in some southern European countries, but not the other way around. 
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Your view?

Discuss the following questions

· In some countries men can hug another man when they meet or say goodbye (Italy, Russia and other places). How "normal" is this?

· How normal is "going Dutch" when a man and a woman go out? (i.e. when each pays half of the costs)

· Have relationships between men and women changed over time? Are things different now as compared to when your grandparents were your age? And if so, do you approve?
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Act out the various ways men and women greet each other:

· a man and a women who are very old friends

· a man and a woman (same age) who have just been introduced

· a man and a woman (man 30 years older) who have just been introduced

· a man greeting an older male friend

	Some non-verbal options:

· kissing (how many times? where? i.e. cheeks)

· hugging

· shaking hands

· slapping palms ("high fives" etc)

· putting hands on or around the other person
	Some vocabulary you can use:

· Good to see you again

· Nice to meet you

· Long time, no see!

· Hi, how are you?

· You haven't changed a bit

· How are you doing?

· How's the family?

· How's work? 
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Differences in Europe: values and their consequences
There are large differences between European countries in the way they view men and women. A question such as "Do you think that a woman has to have children in order to be fulfilled?" leads to wildly different answers. See Table 1 (source: EVS study)

Table 1 Percentages of people who think that a woman needs children to be "fulfilled"

	
	needs children
	not necessary

	Netherlands
	7.1
	92.9

	Great Britain
	20.8
	79.2

	Austria
	33.9
	66.1

	Belgium
	38.7
	61.3

	Germany
	54.0
	46.0

	Italy
	56.4
	43.6

	France
	67.1
	32.9

	Portugal
	68.0
	32.0

	Greece
	79.5
	20.5

	Denmark
	79.6
	20.4

	Romania
	83.2
	16.8

	Hungary
	94.1
	5.9


EU countries have very different parental leave policies and daycare systems. Find out the following about your own country:

1
How long does a woman working in the public sector typically get for maternity leave?  How much of this period is on full pay? Reduced pay? Unpaid?  If there is a period which is unpaid, are women actually able to use this i.e. can they afford to take maternity leave on no pay at all?

2
What about fathers?  Do they get paternity leave and if so how long for and how much of it is paid?

3
What about other family members?  In Hungary, for example, grandparents can take up to two years' leave from their work (on reduced pay) to help look after their grandchildren, or if they are retired they can claim an enhanced pension for three years.

4
If people adopt children, do they get adoption leave and if so for how long?

5
What sort of provision is there in your country for children who are not yet old enough to go to school?  Are the children expected to stay at home or are there nursery places, and if so are the nurseries provided by the state or private ones?
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Your view?

Discuss the following questions


· Do you think that both husband and wife should have an equal responsibility in the raising of their children?

· Do you think that both husband and wife should contribute to the household income?

· Do you think that both husband and wife should do housework?
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Intercultural incidents

The differences between what is "normal" or acceptable concerning behaviour and values sometimes lead to problems between Europeans, if only because people are not always as open-minded and as tolerant as they should be. Sometimes the way women or men behave is regarded as curious or odd by people who are from a different nationality. Have a look at the following "Intercultural incidents". 

1. A German football player, Bern Schuster, playing for a Spanish football club, had a woman as his manager: his own wife. Her very direct way of dealing with men caused so much resentment among the managers of a Spanish football club that they took revenge by hardly ever letting her husband play. At least that is what was reported in a German newspaper. How likely is this story?

2. Some people are blunt. But not all people are as blunt as Frans, a Dutchman, who went up to Elizabeth, a Bulgarian lady he had met a few days earlier during a conference, and asked out of the blue: "How old are you?" Too flabbergasted to say "A lot younger than you are, and a lot less rude", she told him her age. Frans's response: "Ah, so my wife guessed right!" Apparently Frans and his wife had been speculating about Elizabeth's age because she had mentioned her grandchild but looked too young to have any grandchildren, and Frans decided to simply ask her. It is difficult to say what offended Elizabeth more: the fact that Frans asked her, or the fact that his wife's guess was correct.

3. A Greek-Cypriot girl put her head on the shoulder of a male colleague from Belgium whom she had met at a conference two days earlier, and dropped off to sleep on a bus tour. Some of the other passengers (conference participants from various countries) found this too intimate.

4. A Belgian couple were having a holiday in the North of Greece. When they sat at a table in a restaurant, they were surprised to notice the man of the party and the boys were given a menu, but the woman was not. The woman did not like it at all. She felt that she was not taken seriously.

5. An Irishman was visiting his Bulgarian in-laws for the first time. See drawing below (©Antonia Docheva).

6. A Polish woman in Italy. See drawing above on the right (©Antonia Docheva) 
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Your view?

Discuss these incidents in small groups, asking each other the following questions:

· Why do you think the behaviour was considered odd or even unacceptable? 

· Can you think of similar incidents you or your friends/relatives have had, or witnessed, while visiting a foreign country?

Language

There have been claims by some linguists that "sex differences in language" exist, not only in languages like Japanese but even in modern English.  For instance, Robin Lakoff suggested in 1973 that tag questions ("it's a nice day, isn't it?") are used in more situations by women than by men and that this is often perceived as lacking in confidence. Later research (e.g. by Deborah Cameron) has undermined such assertions: the picture is apparently more complicated, not least because tag questions can be sarcastic or used to exert power over the other person (see what lawyers do with them in the courtroom!)  But it does seem that in many societies women are perceived and expected to use politer, less "direct" language than men:

- polite forms
I'd appreciate it if ...

... if you don't mind.
- apologies
I'm sorry, but I do think that that is the case
- indirect language
It's cold in here (meaning: could you please close the door?)

Try this out with the following utterances. Could they be produced by either a man or a woman? How would these phrases be translated in your own language?

	
	English
	man or woman?
	translated into your language

	1
	Maybe we could order a taxi?
	
	

	2
	Get us a taxi, please.
	
	

	3
	A taxi wouldn't be a bad idea, would it?
	
	

	4
	This case is so heavy, I don't think I can carry it all the way to the station.
	
	

	5
	That's stupid. Who came up with that idea?
	
	

	6
	Wouldn't it be a bit complicated to do it like that?
	
	

	7
	I have a better idea.
	
	

	8
	You haven't thought that through properly, have you?
	
	





Bridging strategies: how to deal with differences

You may easily find yourself in similar situations as the ones mentioned above in the "intercultural incidents", or in others where you find a particular behaviour or a particular attitude distasteful or even shocking. Being "interculturally competent" requires that you know how to deal with them. 

Knowing how to deal with "strange" situations requires bridging strategies.  Perhaps you misunderstood the other person's intentions?  Is there a way of finding out without giving gratuitous offence?  This is easier said than done. Try it out yourself.

Suppose you are abroad. How would you respond:

(as a woman)
when an elderly gentleman to whom you have just been introduced takes your hand, brings it to his lips and presses a kiss on it?

(as a man) 
When a group of young women are giggling and joking in a language you don't know, while looking at you?

(as a woman) 
when a young man wolf-whistles you in the street?

(as a man) 
when a woman stops in front of a door, obviously expecting you to open it for her?

(as a woman)
when a strange man offers to take your suitcase for you as you get off the train?

(as a man)
when a woman interrupts you mid-sentence in a meeting?



Questionnaire

One of the ways to find out what views people have as to gender differences is to go out and ask them. Below you find a number of questions you could ask. Discuss how relevant they are, and add questions of your own, trying to find out whether men and women behave differently in other countries. Please ask yourself what the response to a question tells you, i.e. consider how "useful" each question is.

Q1: Men in my country usually expect women to prepare and serve food.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


Q2: A married man should help around the house, doing cleaning, ironing and cooking.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


Q3: In my country, it is common for a man to give up his seat to a woman on public transport.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


Q4: In my country it is not typical for women to speak their minds and contradict men. 

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: I neither agree nor disagree
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree




Appendix (see Table 1 above)
Source: EVS Sourcebook, p. 128. The complete table is:
	
	needs children
	not necessary
	
	needs children
	not necessary

	Netherlands
	7.1
	92.9
	Croatia
	55.5
	44.5

	Finland
	12.2
	87.8
	Italy
	56.4
	43.6

	Ireland
	15.3
	84.7
	France
	67.1
	32.9

	Northern Ireland
	18.3
	81.7
	Portugal
	68.1
	32.0

	Great Britain
	20.8
	79.2
	Lithuania
	68.4
	31.6

	Sweden
	24.8
	75.2
	Poland
	69.6
	30.4

	Austria
	33.9
	66.1
	Estonia
	74.9
	25.1

	Iceland
	35.2
	64.8
	Bulgaria
	75.7
	24.3

	Luxembourg
	37.8
	62.2
	Belarus
	76.6
	23.4

	Slovenia
	38
	62
	Greece
	79.5
	20.5

	Belgium
	38.7
	61.3
	Denmark
	79.6
	20.4

	Czech Republic
	44.1
	55.9
	Romania
	83.2
	16.8

	Malta
	44.4
	55.6
	Russia
	83.4
	16.6

	Slovakia
	45.5
	54.5
	Ukraine
	85.6
	14.4

	Spain
	48.2
	51.8
	Latvia
	90.6
	9.4

	Germany
	54
	46
	Hungary
	94.1
	5.9




� The European Values Study (EVS) is a large-scale, cross-national and longitudinal survey of moral, religious, political and social values. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.esds.ac.uk/International/access/evs.asp" ��http://www.esds.ac.uk/International/access/evs.asp�. The data given in the table are taken from a larger table which is given in the appendix.
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