European Attitudes toward the Environment

- classroom version -

[image: image2..pict]
Setting the scene 
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The environment is a very broad concept ranging from your own waste bin at home, the food on your plate and the temperature in your room, to issues and choices that concern big groups of people in either a region, a country, or even an entire continent, not to mention the Earth we live on! 

In this module we will concentrate on how European countries and their citizens deal with the environment. How do we Europeans look at the environment around us and, equally interesting, what kind of behaviour follows from this? Are some European cultures ‘greener’ than others, or does our ecological awareness depend on our economic opportunities?

[image: image4.png]




Impact

Consider the impact you have on the different aspects of the environment you encounter everyday. Note down in the fragile, environmentally friendly eggs below your thoughts about how you interact with the spaces mentioned. Then, write your thoughts out in full sentences, e.g., "In my room I can be sloppy or neat. Nobody cares, except my younger brother but he doesn't count!" (You may need to copy the eggs unto a larger piece of paper to give yourself more room.) 
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Comparing Opinions 

Read the two opinions below. 

	“As the managing director of a small factory, there is no way we can remain in business if we have to follow every new directive regarding pollution and waste management handed down from the EU. Basically, if we were fully compliant, the cost of our product would be so high, our clients would go elsewhere. Don’t get me started on biodegradable packaging!” We are ‘green’ enough. The world will sort itself out without Brussels telling us what to do.”
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	“I think the world is in a mess and we are the ones who made it that way. It starts with us. For example, in my house I separate the family rubbish into 10 different bags for recycling. When it comes to buying products, I only buy what is guaranteed to be environmentally friendly and I don’t mind paying more, knowing I am making the world a better place for all of us. People who make money by polluting the environment, or torturing animals to make things like face cream are criminals in my opinion.”


Read the manager’s opinion.

1. What are the three arguments the manager uses?

2. Do you agree with the manager’s arguments? Which arguments do you agree and which do you disagree with?

Read the recycler’s opinion.

1. Do you share this person’s views and concerns?

2. How closely do you follow the recycler’s practices, as described in the text?

The manager complains about having to comply with EU regulations regarding pollution and waste management.

1. Do you think all EU member countries should have common policies on environmental protection?
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Questionnaire 

One way to find out what people in Europe think about the environment is to ask them. Researchers use this type of enquiry to find out what people are thinking about different issues. In the next activity please be honest with yourself!

Read the statements below and tick the response you most agree with.
1. I feel I can play my stereo at home as loud as I want to.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


2. I do not respect neighbours who do not follow the city refuse rules when putting out their rubbish.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


3. Everybody should recycle their paper, glass, metal and other reusable materials:

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


4. Using public transport in order to get to work is most people’s first choice where I live.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


5. My government must follow internationally agreed emission control guidelines.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


6. If I found out my nation was polluting the environment I would show the government my disapproval:

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


7. In my country, environmentalist groups are very influential.

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


8. When I buy something, I always check if it has been produced in an environmentally friendly way:

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


9. I do not mind paying a higher price for something if it has a ‘green’ label:

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree


10. If I see someone littering in public, I feel I have to confront them:

	1: I strongly agree
	2: I agree
	3: no opinion
	4: I disagree
	5: I strongly disagree
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Differences in Europe

We have all kinds of assumptions (and sometimes prejudices) about our compatriots and our fellow Europeans. 

How many people do you think throw away litter in public areas in the following countries? Place a tick (() in the appropriate box.

	Country
	Almost

all
	Many
	Some
	Almost

none

	Your country
	
	
	
	

	France
	
	
	
	

	Great Britain
	
	
	
	

	Germany
	
	
	
	

	Italy
	
	
	
	

	Spain
	
	
	
	

	Belgium
	
	
	
	

	Sweden
	
	
	
	

	Latvia
	
	
	
	

	Romania
	
	
	
	


Now, compare your assumptions with the findings from the European Values Study given in the table below. 

Table 1. Litter disposal in public areas in European countries

	Country
	Almost

all
	Many
	Some
	Almost

none

	Austria
	9.4
	48.4
	40.0
	2.2

	Belarus
	22.8
	50.1
	18.5
	8.7

	Belgium
	4.4
	30.8
	55.4
	9.5

	Bulgaria
	11.3
	40.3
	43.2
	5.2

	Croatia
	9.2
	43.0
	41.2
	6.6

	Czech Republic
	11.4
	43.6
	44.0
	1.1

	Denmark
	4.4
	40.0
	44.5
	11.2

	Estonia
	11.9
	51.5
	29.7
	6.9

	Finland
	23.4
	52.1
	22.4
	2.1

	France
	5.6
	40.1
	45.8
	8.5

	Germany
	11.7
	45.1
	40.3
	2.9

	Great Britain
	17.2
	58.5
	23.6
	.6

	Greece
	22.6
	49.9
	24.4
	3.1

	Hungary
	75.3
	19.5
	4.6
	.6

	Iceland
	14.4
	53.7
	27.0
	4.9

	Ireland
	16.4
	54.9
	27.5
	1.2

	Italy
	15.1
	53.0
	29.7
	2.1

	Latvia
	3.6
	36.6
	33.3
	26.6

	Lithuania
	8.1
	46.5
	39.1
	6.3

	Malta
	3.0
	71.2
	25.4
	0.4

	Netherlands
	4.1
	25.8
	62.8
	7.3

	Northern Ireland
	28.8
	49.0
	21.0
	1.1

	Poland
	18.3
	62.4
	17.9
	1.4

	Portugal
	11.0
	51.4
	29.1
	8.5

	Romania
	35.6
	54.7
	9.2
	.6

	Russia
	18.0
	57.0
	24.3
	0.7

	Slovakia
	9.4
	44.1
	40.2
	6.3

	Spain
	3.4
	19.3
	51.6
	25.8

	Sweden
	15.9
	41.8
	36.2
	6.0

	Ukraine
	11.9
	53.3
	33.7
	1.1

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	14.4
	46.5
	33.8
	5.2


(Source: European Values Study )

Study the table and discuss with your partner the following questions: 

Do you find any of the figures surprising, shocking or unrealistic? If you do, why do you?

If your country is listed in the table, do you think the information represents your country accurately/fairly?

Could you give examples from your personal experience in support of either your opinion or the data in the table?



Bridging Strategies[image: image9..pict] and Role Play

Your way of dealing with real life situations depends not only on your personality but also on the culture in which you were raised. Despite your good intentions, sometimes communication between representatives of different nations could break down due to (some) intercultural misunderstanding. We call this break down an intercultural gap, and the repair tools you could use we call bridging strategies. 

· Choose two situations from the box below and imagine for each a possible intercultural gap.

· Try to think of possible repair tools or bridging strategies you could employ. Role-play the situations with your partner.

1. You see a foreigner throwing a cigarette packet on the ground in your local park. You are going to talk to him/her, but what will you say and how will you say it to him/her?

2. You are travelling on a train/bus/the metro in a European country and you are enjoying the music on your mp3 player when one of your fellow passengers, a local, complains about the noise. What would your reply be?

3. You are in the same situation as in 2, but now it is a foreigner who’s playing loud music in your company. How would you address this person in English?

4. Your new neighbour is a foreigner who likes to take his dog for walks in the community garden. You have noticed that he never scoops his dog’s poo. Would you confront him about it? If yes, what would you say? 
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