Bringing up children

- classroom version -
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Setting the scene

People in different countries treat young children in different ways. They do not only treat them differently, the way in which they are regarded is different as well. 

Examples of differences in Europe

1) In southern European countries it is perfectly normal for children to stay up very late and to have dinner with their parents (also in restaurants), even if those parents have invited other adults to join them.

2) In the Netherlands children can take part in the conversations of their parents or interrupt conversations.

3) In some cultures, the dominant idea is still that children should be seen, not heard.

- Notions of what constitutes a family also differ widely. Determine who you would include in your idea of the family, e.g. mother, father, etc.

According to a ten-year-old child family is "a group of people who love and take care of each other."
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Warming up

In European countries there are several forms of family. In some countries one family type prevails whereas other countries show a greater variety.

Exercise 1 

Match the following formats of families in Europe with their definitions. What are the most popular formats in the country where you live/ come from? Which of these are legal in your country, and which are not?

	Formats of modern families
	Definition

	1. Lone-parent family 


	a. a family of no more than two generations 

	2. Traditional family unit
	b. a family of more than two generations 

	3.Unmarried cohabitation


	c. a family where men and women work outside home on an equal basis as wage earners, and both share in domestic work and family duties

	4. Reconstituted family


	d. a domestic group of people typically consisting of a husband, wife and children 

	5. Same-sex couples


	e. a union of two adults who have had previous marital relationships in which they had children.

	6. Nuclear family
	f. the practice of marriage to more than one spouse simultaneously

	7.Extended family
	g. a marriage, civil union, domestic partnership, etc. between two individuals of the same gender

	8. Symmetrical family
	h. a parent with one or more children, who is/are not living with the child's/children's other parent(s).

	9. Polygamy 
	i. an arrangement where two unrelated people live together, often as part of a sexual relationship. It is defined as an emotional, physical, and intellectually intimate relationship which includes a common living place and which exists without the benefit of legal, cultural, or religious sanction.


Exercise 2:
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Discuss the following questions:

· Which of these are legal in your country, and which are not?

· What are the most popular types in the country where you live/ come from?

· What effect do the family formats have on raising children?

Exercise 3:  Read the following stories, and try to define the kind of family, the children live in. Try to finish the stories.

Clue: choose from the following family types: reconstituted family, foster family, step family, lone parent family, joint custody family.

A) The following story was told by a Swedish man. In his neighborhood a little boy of eight lives with his mother and his stepfather. Once he had to write a composition about his weekend. He wrote: “I said goodbye to my parents and then sat in dad’s car. We spent the day fishing at our favourite lake, and had a lot of fun. In the evening he dropped me in front of our house. I waved to him until his car disappeared in the curve, and entered the house. My mother and father were already waiting for me at the dinner table…” The class could not make any sense of the story.

B) My English friend told me a story about a girl she had once met. My friend asked this girl to give her phone number so that she could invite her to a birthday party. The girl gave them two phone numbers in two different cities. She wondered about this and asked for an explanation. She said… 
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Your view?
Discuss the following questions:

· Are the situations possible in your country?

· What was uncommon or confusing in the two stories?
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Intercultural incidents

Read the following “intercultural incidents”. 
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1. A well-known cultural difference in child-rearing is swaddling. Russians and Poles are wary of exposing their children to drafts or cold drinks and ice creams which they believe cause all kinds of illnesses. They speak out when they see kids "underdressed" or walking around without hats. On the other hand, Russians teach their babies to swim very early, often by just getting in the pool with them and letting them go!. 

2. A Turkish woman in Antwerp (Belgium) was totally shocked when a policeman brought her 3-year-old home when she was playing on the doorstep at 11pm on New Year’s Eve. The officer told her that she could not let her children play in the street at that time of the day. The woman, flabbergasted by his remark, responded: ‘Don’t you have something better to do?’ 

Now discuss the following questions:

How would you have felt in these situations? Would you react in the same way as the Turkish woman in the second incident? Why (not)?
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Your view?

Think about the things that are normal in your culture.

What was or was not normal when you were a child? For instance, ...

· eating all the sweets you were given by grandparents or visitors to your house;

· having to finish everything others put on your plate;

· reading in bed until you felt ready to go to sleep;

· being forced to go to bed (and to sleep) as soon as you had said hello to visitors;

· being told to ‘behave’ when there was company;

· turning on the television or playing your own music in the living room whenever you felt like it;

· asking questions about sex; 

· bringing home anyone you liked;

· as a boy, playing with dolls, as a girl, playing with cars;

· being involved in decision making in the family ((holidays, outings, decorations in the house, pocket money, the colours in your room, etc.)

How do adults view children in your culture?

1) Can children be punished in any way when they break certain rules? If so, only by their parents? Only by family members? Are they punished physically or verbally?

2) Do people in restaurants or other public places treat children differently from the way they treat adults?

3) Are children stimulated to take part in conversations by adults? How?

4) Is it normal for children to go with their parents when they go out?

5) Are children treated as young adults, or can they really be children? (be noisy, have other interests, make drawings or do puzzles at table, walk around in restaurants)

6) Do parents treat their sons and daughters in the same way? Or is there a difference?

Discuss the topics raised in both sections with other students in your group and see if there are any intercultural differences.




Role play

1. You and another student act as a child and its parent in a situation of your own choice. Try to think of a situation that, in your opinion or according to your experience, would be handled differently in another culture. Think of joining a sports club, going to a disco, going to a dentist, going out with a bunch of friends (male and female), etc. You have 10 minutes to prepare. Play alternately ‘your culture’ and ‘another culture’.

2. Act this situation in front of another group. The other students have to guess which situation/ which culture you act out.



Differences in Europe

The table below shows how very different even people in Europe think about the importance of qualities to be learnt at home.

Good manners

Ukraine
55.3 %

Great Britain
91.5 %

Independence

Estonia
21.7 %

Iceland
76.1 %

Responsibility

Ireland
53.2 %

Austria
86.1 %

Hard work

Denmark
  2.1 %

Belarus
91.2 %

Tolerance and respect

Romania
55.6 %

Netherlands
90.4 %

Imagination

Slovakia
  2.7 %

Sweden
40.4 %

Determination/Perseverance

Malta
16.4 %

Bulgaria
55.6 %

Thrift and saving money

Denmark
  9.6 %

Luxembourg
48.4 %

Unselfishness

Germany
  7.1 %

Great Britain
59.7 %

Religious faith

France
  7.8 %

Malta
56.8 %

Obedience

Sweden
12.7 %

Croatia
83.3 %


Your view?

Discuss the following questions:

· What can be the reason for these differences? 

· What should be the role of schools in teaching these qualities? 

· Is it your experience that children and parents differ on these topics? If so, why? 




Differences in Europe: relations

European countries show considerable differences in internal family relations.

In most European countries people think that the working mother can establish just as warm and secure a relationship with her children as can a full-time mother. 

Yet in several European countries it is widely believed that pre-school children are likely to suffer if their mother works.
Your view?

Discuss the following issues:

· In some European countries more than one third of the population believe that the working mother cannot make their children feel secure. (Poland, Malta and Greece). 

· How normal is it in your country to think, that only housewife mothers can develop a warm and secure relationship with their children?




Language

1. Does your culture have special ways of addressing children? For instance, in Dutch, a boy called Jan might be addressed as Jantje (Little John). Until what age would people use these diminutives? And do children resent being addressed this way after a certain age?

2. Does your culture have special ways of addressing parents? Are there any specific words to address mother, father, older brother / sister, etc?



Questionnaire
One of the ways to find out what views people have as to gender differences is to go out and ask them. Below you find a number of questions you could ask. Discuss how relevant they are, and add questions of your own, trying to find out whether men and women behave differently in other countries. Please ask yourself what the response to a question tells you, i.e. consider how "useful" each question is.

Q1: 
A woman should not have and bring up a child on her own. 

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree


Q2 
The only acceptable family in my country consists of two parents of different sexes and at least one child

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree


Q3:
 Children should be allowed to address their parents by their first names.

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree


Q4: 
Children should be allowed to talk to their parents in a similar way as to their peers.

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree


Q5:
One of the parents should take time off work to raise their children even if it affects their career in a negative way.  

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree


Q6:
It is important for a family to take holidays together.

	1: of the utmost importance
	2: very important
	3: of moderate importance
	4: of little importance
	5: of very little or no importance


Q7:
If children do well at school, parents should reward them with a present or pocket money.

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree


Q8:
How common is it in your country for parents to give their children some money if they do tasks around the house?

	1: almost always
	2: quite often
	3: sometimes
	4: rarely
	5: never


Q9:
All fathers should take paternity leave.

	1: strongly agree
	2: agree
	3: neither agree nor disagree
	4: disagree
	5: strongly disagree
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